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the most realistic consciousness of all the distinctions
and relations of the finite.

But it contained all this only in principle, and
even that principle was not distinctly expressed, but
was at first wrapped up in the conscious relation
of the individual to One in whom it seemed once
for all to be embodied. And though there is a
truth in the assertion that relation to an individual
person often contains, for those who experience it,
a deeper meaning than they could have received or
appreciated in any other form, yet, just for that
reason, they can hardly be said to understand or
possess the truth by which they are thus influenced;
rather we should say that it possesses them, and
carries them on to results which they cannot foresee.
Thus, while an ideal, apprehended in an individual
form, may be significant, and even infinitely significant,
its significance is always to a great extent hidden
even from him who feels it, and the more closely
hidden, the greater that significance is. Admiration
and love often anticipate the intelligence, and tije
heart may obscurely realise the presence of a* power
which the mind cannot measure. But such realisa-
tion is a dim foretaste, an obscure anticipation, of
the truth; and it may require a long process of
development ere it can pass into the intelligent
appropriation and conscious appreciation of the prinr
ciple involved in that which is admired arid lov^d.